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(7)  This  Messianic  reign  was   sometimes  thought  of  as
eternal1;  but it was more usual to suppose that after a long
period of years, e.g., a thousand, the scene of the Kingdom
would undergo a further transformation, in which all its perish-
able and corruptible elements would be destroyed in a vast and
purifying fire.2

(8)  It was then that the dead would arise.   For a long time,
as we have seen, this was held to apply only to the righteous,
the sinners remaining in perpetual oblivion in the dust of Sheol;
but at last it was felt that the logic of retribution demanded the
punishment of the wicked as well as the reward of the righteous
and hence a universal resurrection.3    " For all men shall rise
again, some to be exalted and some to be humbled and put to shame,"41
This resurrection is usually interpreted as meaning a restoration
of the body which had been laid in the grave, but there may be
also a suggestion that the righteous will undergo a kind of
spiritual transformation.    This is, at any rate, plausible in those
cases where their resurrection was anticipated before the reign
of the Messiah.5

(9)  Opinions differed widely with regard to the last judg-
ment.    Some supposed that there would be two such judgments,
one when the Messiah had overthrown his enemies, and one
after the general resurrection at the end of the millennium.
Theoretically Jahweh himself was to be the judge and to pro-
nounce sentence, yet in Enoch bdx. 27", and possibly also in
xli. 9, this function is attributed to the Son of Man, who has
the role of the angel of the Lord, giving judgment in God's
presence and in his name.    It should be noted, however, that
chapters xxxvii. to Ixxi. of Enoch were written after the Christian
era had begun, and are even alleged by some to be of Christian
authorship.    They may well have been influenced by Christian
accounts of the last day and of the part which Christ was to play
in it.

(10)  At the judgment mankind would be divided.    The
righteous would be privileged to enter God's kingdom, where
they would dwell in his divine presence, among the angelic host,
gazing upon his countenance, and sharing in his glory, that is to
say, they would shine with a radiance like the sun : and they
would live for ever.6   It must be confessed that the description
of heavenly joys is somewhat vague.   As for the wicked, they
would share the fate of the demons, being cast into Gehenna
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